20 February 2023

Mark Lambert

Acting CEO

Auckland Transport General
Private Bag 92250
Auckland 1142

Dear Mark,

We are the principals of the six major schools along the route of Auckland Transport's inner west street
improvements: Newton Central School, Grey Lynn School, Westmere School, Western Springs College,
Pasadena Intermediate School and Point Chevalier School.

We have all written separately and are now writing as a group to record our schools’ strong support
for the projects, and our concern at recent reports that Auckland Transport might seek to pause or
descope parts of the projects.

We are calling for Auckland Transport to proceed with the full set of Inner West projects in full, so that
our tamariki and their whanau can travel safely to and from school. Across the whole route, our
children face busy and dangerous roads. We welcome Auckland Transport's designs, which will
provide a safe, connected network of accessible walking and cycling facilities.

We have been consulted, taken part in focus groups and taken time from our schedules since 2016 not
out of obligation and duty, but out of a deep commitment to better outcomes for our children, schools
and communities. It is incredibly frustrating that we are still in this position.

These projects have been planned for seven years or more. Many children have started and finished
at our schools during the time they have been delayed, and it is only a matter of time before we see
tragic outcomes for our students.

We ask that you urgently move forward with the projects. It matters to our kids and our communities.
As schools we connect and collaborate through te Kahui Ako o Waitemata which focusses on a
seamless learning pathway for our dkonga — it would be great to have a safe physical connection.

Ngd mihi

Stephgen Lethbrid
Principal Point Chewgliey School | Rangi-mata-rau

Co-Lead Principal Te Kahui Ako o Waitemata

Immediate Past President Auckland Primary Principals’ Association

Point Chevalier School P (09) 846 1359 Office Hours
7 Te Ra Road, Pt. Chevalier, E ptchev@ptchev.school.nz 8.30am to 3.30pm
1022 Auckland, New Zealand W www.ptchev.school.nz Monday-Friday



Bike Auckland

20 February 2023

Interim Auckland Transport CEO Mark Lambert and
Acting Auckland Transport Board Chair Wayne Donnelly

cc:  Mayor Wayne Brown and others

Teéna korua,

38 organisations call for Auckland Transport to urgently deliver the inner west
street improvements.

Bike Auckland is one of 38 organisations who are today issuing a public call for
Auckland Transport to urgently deliver the long overdue inner west street improvements,
being the Great North Road improvements, the Waitemata Safer Routes (also known as
the Grey Lynn and Westmere improvements), and the Point Chevalier to Westmere
improvements.

Bike Auckland previously wrote to Auckland Transport on 18 November 2022
expressing our strongest support for Auckland Transport to continue with the projects as
planned. We are aware that many other organisations and individuals have also written,
and that the correspondence has overwhelmingly supported the projects.

The organisations joining today’s call include (among others):

All six major schools along the routes, being Newton Central School, Grey Lynn School,
Westmere School, Western Springs College, Pasadena Intermediate School and Point
Chevalier School, who last year had a combined roll of over 3,700 students;

The Grey Lynn Residents Association, the Auckland City Centre Residents’ Group and
several community groups in the project areas;

The Ponsonby Business Association and the Karangahape Road Business Association,
who together represent over 1,000 businesses and property owners;

The Auckland Regional Public Health Service, OraTaiao: the NZ Climate & Health
Council and Sport Waitakere; and

A range of advocacy groups, including the Campaign for Better Transport, Living Streets
Aotearoa, Brake Aotearoa New Zealand, Generation Zero, the Coalition for More
Homes and Bike Auckland.




Bike Auckland

The Mayor’s letter of expectation directs Auckland Transport to “deeply understand and
respond to what matters most to Aucklanders in transport”. The message from the
community has been loud and clear: the inner west projects have unprecedented
community support. The projects have been delayed far too long, and they must now
be urgently delivered. If Auckland Transport does not proceed, it will be acting contrary
to the wishes of the community.

We are alarmed at Auckland Transport’s recent suggestion that it is now seeking to
pause or descope the Waitemata Safer Routes project. The inner west projects form a
connected network, and the Waitemata Safer Routes are a vital link between the
adjoining projects. Dropping the middle project would mean network benefits were lost,
and the schools and communities of the inner west would be left disconnected.

The projects are shovel-ready with significant but time-limited co-funding, and there is
no good reason for any of them not to proceed. Delaying or descoping them would be
utterly irresponsible in the face of overwhelming community support, Auckland
Transport’s responsibility to reduce transport emissions and improve road safety, and
the extraordinary delays the projects have already faced. If Auckland Transport wishes
to confirm government co-funding for the Waitemata Safer Routes, it must do so
urgently. It cannot exploit its own failure to seek co-funding as an excuse for
non-delivery.

We look forward to your urgent confirmation that construction of all three projects will
proceed as planned.

Yours sincerely

ol

Tony Mitchell
Chairperson

Bike Auckland
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Bike Auckland

Here is the full list of organisations represented on the attached visual calling for
the inner west street improvements to be urgently delivered:

(in addition to the many letters of support Auckland Transport has received from
individuals)

Newton Central School — newton.school.nz

Grey Lynn School — greylynn.school.nz

Westmere School — westmere.school.nz

Western Springs College — westernsprings.school.nz

Pasadena Intermediate School — pasadena.school.nz

Point Chevalier School — ptchev.school.nz

Ponsonby Business Association — iloveponsonby.co.nz/ponsonby-business-association

Karangahape Road Business Association — karangahaperoad.com

Grey Lynn Residents Association — greylynnresidents.org.nz
Auckland City Centre Residents’ Group — ccrg.org.nz
Auckland Regional Public Health Service — arphs.health.nz

Sport Waitakere — sportwaitakere.co.nz

Ora Taio: the NZ Climate & Health Council — orataiao.org.nz

Living Streets Aotearoa — livingstreets.org.nz

Campaign for Better Transport — bettertransport.org.nz
Brake Aotearoa New Zealand — brake.org.nz
NZ School Speeds — facebook.com/nzschoolspeeds

Grey Lynn Farmers Market — greylynnfarmersmarket.co.nz

Cohaus — cohaus.nz

Grey Lynn 2030 — greylynn2030.co.nz

Transition Town Point Chevalier — transitiontowns.nz

Bike Grey Lynn — facebook.com/bikegreylynn



http://www.newton.school.nz/
http://www.greylynn.school.nz/
http://www.westmere.school.nz/
http://www.westernsprings.school.nz/
http://www.pasadena.school.nz/
http://www.ptchev.school.nz/
http://www.iloveponsonby.co.nz/ponsonby-business-association/
http://www.karangahaperoad.com/
http://www.greylynnresidents.org.nz/
http://www.ccrg.org.nz/
http://www.arphs.health.nz/
http://www.sportwaitakere.co.nz/
http://www.orataiao.org.nz/
http://www.livingstreets.org.nz/
http://www.bettertransport.org.nz/
http://www.brake.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/nzschoolspeeds/
http://www.greylynnfarmersmarket.co.nz/
http://www.cohaus.nz/
http://www.greylynn2030.co.nz/
http://www.transitiontowns.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/bikegreylynn/
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Bike Auckland

Bike Pt Chev — bikeptchev.nz

Cycling Without Age Point Chevalier — facebook.com/cwaptchev
New Zealand Centre for Sustainable Cities — sustainablecities.org.nz
Coalition for More Homes — morehomes.nz

Generation Zero — generationzero.org

Greater Auckland — greaterauckland.org.nz

Women in Urbanism Aotearoa — womeninurban.org.nz

Movement — movement.org.nz
Bike Auckland — bikeauckland.org.nz

All Aboard Aotearoa — allaboard.nz

1Point5 Project — 1point5.org.nz

Greenpeace Aotearoa — greenpeace.org/aotearoa

350 Aotearoa — 350.0rg.nz

Citizens’ Climate Lobby NZ — citizensclimatelobby.nz

Students of Urban Planning and Architecture — facebook.com/supa.uoa
Big Street Bikers — bigstreetbikers.co.nz

This letter has been copied to:

Auckland Council CEO Jim Stabback, Auckland Councillors Mike Lee, Christine

Fletcher and Julie Fairey, Cr John Watson Chair Transport and Infrastructure Committee,
Chair of Albert-Eden Local Board Margi Watson, Chair of Waitemata Local Board Genevieve
Sage, Waitemata Local Board members and Albert-Eden Local Board members, Cr Richard
Hills, Chair, Planning, Environment and Parks Committee, Deputy Mayor Desley Simpson.


http://www.bikeptchev.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/cwaptchev/
http://www.sustainablecities.org.nz/contact
http://www.morehomes.nz/
http://www.generationzero.org/
http://www.greaterauckland.org.nz/
http://www.womeninurban.org.nz/
http://www.movement.org.nz/
http://www.bikeauckland.org.nz/
https://allaboard.nz/
http://www.1point5.org.nz/
http://www.greenpeace.org/aotearoa
https://350.org.nz/
http://www.citizensclimatelobby.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/supa.uoa/
http://www.bigstreetbikers.co.nz/

We call on Auckland Transport to urgently deliver the Inner
West Street improvement projects, and then keep going.

Because all Aucklanders should be free to
safely walk, bike or bus.
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The NEW ZEALAND CENTRE for

Sustainable Cities -
Te pokapi ronaki tGone-nui Blke AUCkland



Letters received since Oct 22

Support in Part Great North Road ImprovementsHi there, Thank you for this email. May | please request some further things to consider:s®8Ve are a small female operated busine CAS-672887-TOQOW1 Grace Tauber

Support in Part The chatter about Great North Road ...Will GNR become the long anticipated Boulevard the Community led vision sort or another super highway for public trans CAS-654409-W4T9K9 Irene King

Support in Part We're concerned with some of Auckland Transport’s proposed plans. Whilst we support the overall objective to promote active and public transport, certain det: CAS-656706-V7Q5H5 Marco Creemers Samson Corporation Limited
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